How can people collaborate with industry in the interest of conservation? Is it possible to do this on an equitable basis? These are questions that people with an awareness of the environmental impacts of human activities and with concern for the long-term ecological sustainability of Earth face in their daily activities. This consideration becomes accentuated when it invokes the memory of Ken Saro-Wiwa or Nicole Bricque's short-term government service.
With this baggage, I started to read this book, commencing with the foreword by Thomas Lovejoy, which immediately seduced me into accepting that it is possible (as well as necessary) to work with industry if we want to preserve what remains of Earth's natural heritage. Having worked on a project that evaluated the effectiveness of the ecological aspects of environmental reinstatement by another oil company in another part of the world, having a keen interest in monitoring as part of adaptive management, and with the Altiplano being one of my spiritual homes, I read with great interest this account of the development and implementation of a biodiversity monitoring program to assess the impacts of a large-scale pipeline-laying project that crossed Peru from the Amazon basin through the Altiplano to its terminal at the Pacific coast.
The book was published, in both English and Spanish, to report the design and implementation of a biodiversity monitoring (and perhaps assessment) program in relation to laying a gas pipeline of about 400 km. The first part establishes the background for the work reported: Besides an overview of institutional and legislative considerations, as well as spatial units (ecological landscape units) for assessment, it offers an introduction to the monitoring and assessment framework. The remaining chapters report case studies of various groups of organisms. The final chapter evaluates the program.
Overall, the book is a commendable effort that reflects a great number of hours spent at the drawing board and in the field. Without a doubt, the program, as it was implemented, resulted in improved knowledge of the plant and animal life of the landscape units and contributed substantially to the training of local personnel.
However, readers will it find difficult to establish the relationship of biodiversity monitoring to adaptive management. I would be 
